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No. 724. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 541. 


MOROCCO. 
MOGADOR. 


Consul Payton to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Moaador, March 24, 18906. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith my Report on 
Agriculture in the district of this Consulate for the year 1589. 
T have, &e. 
(Siened) CHAS. A. PAYTON. 


Report on Agriculture wm the District of Mogador for the Year 1889. 


As mentioned in my last report there were good early rains Fair crops. 
during the winter of 185S-S9, though they were not followed by 
sufficient later rains to ensure the maturing of all classes of grain : 
still, generally speaking, crops may be considered as fair, and in 
some instances good. 

Of wheat and barley the yield may be considered to be quite Wheat and 
up to the average, but, I think, not over it. This is, however, of PF 
relatively small importance to the British trader, the exportation 
of these cereals to foreign countries remaining prohibited, while 
the permission for their shipment coastwise is only granted as an 
occasional favour, for a limited period. This state of things 
naturally tends to keep down the production of these staples, and 
it has been found in years of abundant crops that in the remoter 
districts, owing to the small demand and the low market here, it 
did not pay to send them to Mogador, the price obtainable being 
actually not sufficient to cover the cost of harvesting, transport 
and octroi, so that in some instances, after sufficient had been 
taken for local consumption, quantities of grain are said to have 
remained uncut. 

The yield of maize was fair, but owing to lower prices ruling Maize 
in Europe, a good deal was retained for local consumption. The 
quantity exported was 6,301 quarters, estimated at 5,042/., being 
considerably less than in 1888. 

(901) A 2 
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The peas mostly grown and shipped in this district are ne 
“‘chick-peas,” sometimes quoted in English market reports as 
“earavances” (Spanish, “ garbanzos” ; French, “‘nois chiches ”). 
The quantity shipped from Mogador in 1889 was insignificant. 
They go mostly to Spain, being very largely used in Spanish 
national cookery. They are very extensively grown in the 
northern provinces. 

In addition to these, a fair supply of green peas for local con- 
sumption is produced in the neighbourhood, and sold at very low 
prices, the season generally lasting from January to April. _ 

Beans were an average crop, and 14,131 quarters were shipped. 
Much more largely grown in the northern portion of this 
consular district, they are of comparatively recent cultivation in 
the neighbourhood of Mogador, agriculiurists having turned their 
aitention to them as being always exportable, and so generally 
commanding 2 remunerative price, whereas wheat and barley, if 
very abundant, become almost unsaleable for the reason above- 
mentioned. The young beans, generally brought into town in 
March. are much appreciated as a vegetable, and the negroes 
(known as * Guenowa *) seem to have a special fondness for them, 
inaugurating the commencement of the bean season by a sort of 
semi-rsligious festival, accompanied Ly much wild music and 
dancing. 

The prices of wheat and barley on the Mogador market 
averaved, during the first three-quarters of 1889, about 13s. 6d. 
and Sa. Gd. per quarter respectively. But, towards the end of the 
year. when the prolonged absence of the usual winter rains began 
iQ cause sOMeE anticipations of a famine, these prices rose to Ss. 
ior barley. and i3s. for wheat. 

During the vear 1883, wheat had averaged about 12s., 
barley ts. 

The duty fixed m the Commercial Convention of 1856 on the 
exportation of these cereals (subject to a right of prohibition 
which has been long exercised}, amounted to no less than 16s. per 
quarter on wheat, and Ss.on barley. Added to cost of production, 
octrol, freight, &c., this high duty would seem to have the effect of 
rendering busmmess in wheat and barley almost impraciicable. 

The prices of the exportable articles, beans, maize, and peas, 
were iclerably steady. and averaged about 10s. 6d., 10s., and 14s. 
per quarter respectively. 

There was a very fine yield of almonds, which are extensively 
eulrivated in the interior and southern districts. Our export list 
shows about 41,990 cwts., shipped mostly in Great Britain, the 
value being estimated at 104,9752. 

The same remarks apply also to olive oil, of which the yield, 
thuush by no means a large one, was yet considerably in excess 
of that of 188s, the quantity shipped amounting to 36,320 ewt., 
valned at 52,3927. It is brought in skins of various animals, on 
earsel back. 

It was shipped principally to Great Britain, France, and the 
Morocco coast, a large quantity going to Tangier. 


and 
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Olive oil in Morocco appears to be so irregular and uncertain 
an article that in one year we may find the total shipments 
amounting to only about 100 tuns, while the next year may give 
thousands. 

The large olive groves of Ras-el-Wad (literally “head of the Olive groves 
river”) in the province of Soos, suffered very severely from the °f Rasel-Wad. 
droughts of 1879 and 1882 ; but it appears that these losses led to 
new trees being planted which are now beginning to bear fruit, 
so that Mogador may perhaps ultimately regain its old fame as a 
considerable market for this article. 

In the neighbouring provinces of Haha and Shiadma, especially 
the latter, the olive tree forms 2 very important source of profit 
to the peasant farmers. ; 

But here it would appear that either the original quality, or 
the mode of preparation of the oil, is not equal to that of the 
Sonos article, there being often a difference of 5 per cent. in price 
in favour of the lniter. 

The yield of 1888 began to appear here in December, and large 
arrivals were kept up until the end of February, since which time 
a falling-off has been noticeable. 

The oi produced from the kernels of the berries of the hardy -rgsn oil. 
argan_ tree (“argania sideroxvion ”) which is so abundant in this 
neighbourhood, large forests of it crowing naturally without any 
cultivation, is sreatly used both for lighting and cooking purposes, 
but is generally only of local consumption, though in plentiful 
years a good deal of this useful oil is exported coastivise. 

Writing now (March 22} after a period of considerable Harvest pro- 
anxiety caused by the protracted drought of the earlier winter SPectsof 1890. 
—hapvily followed by heavy rains recently—it would seem 
that while tke earlier-sown grain must have suifered severely, and 
perhaps in some instances fatally, yet there is every reason to 
hope that the later plantings may show a satisfactory result, and 
that a year of moderate prosperity may be foretold. Rain fell as 
early as September, and some in October, but there was hardly any 
during November, December, and January, when it is normally 
expected and much needed. 

The ordinary periods for sowing the principal cereals are: for Times of 
wheat, barley, and beans, November to the middle of December ; oe and 
and maize and peas, February ; but owing to the above-mentioned “""""" 
causes, some sowings have been much later than usual. 

‘The usual harvest times are: for wheat and barley, May and 
June; beans are generally ripe by the end of April, while maize 
is harvested about the end of July or beginning of August. 

All cattle were on short rations of natural food from December Catile. 
to March, and their market value fell in proportion to the rise in 
the price of fodder. 

Whereas the average price of a good milch cow may be taken Prices of 
as 31, it was possible to get them during the past winter as cattle. 
low as 21. 

Horses also became cheaper, though the fall in their prices was Horses. 
not so marked, for it must be remembered that, as a rule, nothing 
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short of dire necessity will induce a Moor to part with the animal 
blessed by the Prophet. 

It must be borne in mind that the exportation of cattie and 
horses to foreign countries is prohibited, with the exception that 
a number of bulis are allowed to be sent across from ‘{angier for 
the Gibraliar Garrison, and as to horses, a permit may be occa- 
sionally obtained, at considerable expense, for the shipment of the 
Moorish “ barb.” 

The other purts in my istrict, Safi, Mazagan, and Dar-al- 
Baida (generally known to Europeans as Casablanca, both nanies 
having the same signification, “ White House”) being the outlets 
of much more important agricultural districts than that round 
Mogador, it would appear desirable to give the reports from those 
Vice-Consulates in extense. 


Sa¥rt. 


Writing in the beginning of Mareh, Acting Vice-Consul 
Thompson remarks :— 

With the exception of maize, which was a partial failure 
owing to the absence of late rains, the crops of 1889 In this vice- 
consular district were extremely good. ‘he table of exports 
shows that the shipments of beans, peas, and maize largely 
exceeded those of Iasi year. With reference to peas and maize, 
however, and particularly tie latter. the bulk of the exports 
during the year were of last years growth, their shipment having 
been delayed by the heavy surf on the beach, which for a con- 
siderable period prevenied shipping. 

Like last year, the quantity of wheat and barley now sown 
has been very much reduced as compared with previous vears, the 
farmers finding it more profitabie to grow beans, peas, and maize, 
which always command a ready market, notwithstanding the 
heavy export duty ; whereas the wheat and barley are used only 
for home consumpiion. 

The beans now growing appear fairly healthy, and promise to 
turn out an average crop. The other grains, without exception, 
are expected to yield very largely. The average price for wheat 
during 155% was equal to ifs. per quarter, and that of barley 7s. 
per quarter. 


DMAZAGAN. 


Writing on January 15, Mr. Vice-Consul Redman remarks :— 

It is satisfactory to have to report that the harvest of cereals 
of this year har been a gond one. 

The crops in general yiclded well, especially of those sorts 
that are allowed to be exported, such as beans, maize, chick-peas 
or garhanzos. 

The total quantity of grain shipped at this port for Europe 


«rain shipped. during the year figures as 214,754 quarters of 480 |bs., being 


largely in excess of the shipments of previous years, 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





H/ Z 


MOGADOR. 5 


Being less sown on account of their export not being permitted Wheat and 
were only moderate crops, and limited to home consumption, the >"! 
surplus being stored underground in “ matamorras.” 

The season of this year being exceptionally favourable for the Beans. 
bean crop, on account of so much wet, the yield was a large one, 
as is shown by the increased quantity exported, the total amount 
shipped being 99,814 quarters, of which England took 85,897 
quarters, and the remainder was shipped to Spain. 

The buik of this year’s crop of maize was shipped to Spain, Maize. 
the markets of that country being more encouraging than the low 
prices in Eneland. 

The production of this grain is annually on the increase in this Chick-peas or 
district, its cultivation being found more profitable than that of $°7>2029s. 
other kinds of grain, on account of the higher price that it sells 
at in comparison to other produce for shipment to Spain. The 
total amount shipped this year is 47,455 quarters, value 66,4022. 

The prices for grain averaged during the year as follows :— Prices of 
wheat, 8s. to 12s. per quarter of 480 Ibs. English; barley, 6s. to S*- 
9s. per quarter of 480 lbs. English ; beans, 13s.; maize, 8s.; peas, 
l4s.; garbanzos, 20s. per quarter of 480 lbs. English, each. 

The low prices being now paid to the growers of maize, in Low prices 
consequence of the high export duty, and its cheapness in Europe, for maize. 
will influence the amount of its production in the near future, and 
other agricultural pursuits of a more remunerative nature are 
likely to be resorted to by the natives. 

Animals in general have fared well this year and improved in Animals. 


conditicn with the abundance of food and pasturage that in- eras oy 
variably accompanies years of good crops. pasiurage. 


The breeding of catile, sheep, and goats is largeiy on the Cate, sheep, 
increase in the districts round Mazagan, and under favourable 54 soats. 
cireumsiances is a very lucrative undertaking for the agriculturists. ___ . 

This year has been exceptionally free from any kind of sick- 7S with 
ness Or mortality amongst animals. % 

The growing crops are backward, on account of the scarcity Crepsof 1690. 
and paruality of rain, in consequence of which many districts 
have not been cultivated this season; and a much less area of land, 
both of wheat and barley, has been sown, likewise of beans. ‘The 
prospects for the next harvest are not so favourable as predicted 
in my last report at this epoch. 


Dar-aL-Barwa (CasSaBLANCa). 


My. Vice-Consul Hunter remarks, writing on March 12 :— 

The past year, as prognosticated in my last report, has been, Agriculture in 
Z may say, the most successful that the agricultural community Se™- 
in this district has known. Seasonable weather and sufficient 
rains at the right time favoured the husbandmen’s operations 
throughout, and hence the abundant crops and satisfactory condi- 
tion of live stock. 

The return of export trade during 1889 shows the following Grain 
grain shipments from this port:— shipments. 
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Articles. Quarters. 
Beans oe we as «-{ 136,716 
Maize we ats ao .| 112,204 
Peas és aA sis sie 61,176 
Lentils  .. a a“ aa 8,512 





These figures of crops, raised under the primitive system of 
agriculture still in vogue in Morocco, shows what the country 
would be capable of producing under more favourable circum- 


stances. 
ee and The yields of wheat and barley were also abundant, and, for- 
artless tunately for the farmers, they have been able to dispose of large 


quantities for shipment to Tangier and ‘Tetuan, where the demand 
has been good throughout the year. 

Coast wise It calls for explanation that the coastwise trade in wheat and 

traffic barley was allowed by the Sultan last year, in the first place, for 
a term of five months, commencing in February, under the condi- 
tions of a heavy deposit at the custom-house of shipment, until 
certificate of landing was obtained from the authorities at port of 
discharge, and later upon special permits granted to the legations 
at Tangier, and shipments are still being made upon the latter 
system. ‘lhe result has been most satisfactory to the farmers in 
this district, as they have thus been able to realise their otherwise 
almost unsaleable produce. 

Coriander, Coriander and fenugreek seed were also good crops, and large 

fenugreek. stocks of the latter remain waiting shipment in hopes of an im- 
provement in the home markets. 

Cattle. Until late in 1889 the cattle continued in excellent condition, 
but a dry winter was hard upon them, and value of stock receded 
as prices of grain advanced. Thanks, however, to the fine rains 
that fell in the early epring of 1890, the position of affairs at once 
changed. Grain fell in price, and cattle improved in condition 
and value. By the information I have been aple to collect, I do 
not think that much mortality ensued in consequence of the short 
drought, so it may be considered that the live stock are in a fairly 
satisfactory state. 

Sheep. The sheep did not feel the effects of the dry weather so much 
as the cattle, so their condition is at present good, and there is 
every prospect of a large wool clip. 

Horsea, mules, | An Arab’s idea of wealth being the number of animals he can 

and camels. eq]lect around him, coupled with cheap barley, has the result that 
horses, mules, and camels are at present both plentiful and in good 
condition in this district. 

Prowpecta. The dry winter in 1889-90 caused general anxicty for the 
crops, but the copious rains that fell in the early spring have 

eatly improved the agricultural prospects of the coming season. 
The present weather is all that could be desired, so I look fora 
fairly favourable vield of all cereals except beans, for which the 
rains came too late to allow of such extensive cultivation as was 
intended by the native farmers. 


(75 6{90—H&S 901) 
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